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With the passage of legislation to legalize assisted suicide in Illinois, the Illinois General Assembly 
has put our state on a slippery path that jeopardizes the well-being of the poor and marginalized, 
especially those in the disability community and have foreseeable tragic consequences. With all the 
assaults on human dignity and the growing number of vulnerable people we see every day, sadly the 
leaders and members of the General Assembly who voted for this offer us suicide as its response. 
 
The bill now goes to the Governor, and we ask him not only to veto this bill in totality, but also to 
address humanely the reasons why some view assisted suicide as their only option and to heed the 
impact of similar legislation on other states and nations. 
 
Many lawmakers chose to ignore the real advances in palliative medical care as an alternative to 
assisted suicide. Rather than signing this bill, we ask the Governor to expand and improve on 
palliative care programs that offer expert assessment and management of pain and other symptoms. 
These programs support caregivers and help ensure patient care is coordinated with other services. 
And they represent a compassionate and morally acceptable alternative to assisted suicide. 
 
Today, we face real and immediate threats to human life and dignity, many from the very institutions 
created to protect them. The government shut down, a growing number of private and government 
sector layoffs, the terrorizing and deportation of our neighbors, and the loss of food and medical 
assistance for the poor and vulnerable are immediate problems that need attention, not enacting 
assisted suicide. 
 
Let us also consider the impact on impressionable young people of legalizing suicide in any form. 
According to a 2022 United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention study, suicide is the 
second-leading cause of death for U.S. teens and young adults 10-34. It is the second-leading cause 
of death for those 10-14. And, according to the National Institutes of Health, suicide contagion is a 
real risk to these young people after exposure to suicide. Add to that the ready availability of 
firearms in the U.S. and this is a tragedy we do not need to compound. 
 
It defies common sense for our state to enact a 9-8-8 suicide hotline, increase funding for suicide 
prevention programs and then pass a law that, based on the experience of other jurisdictions, results 
in more suicide. 
 
Join us as we continue to pray for all those who are sick and at the end of life, their caregivers and 
for all who feel life is no long worth living and need our support.  

For media inquiries please email gilligan@ilcatholic.org. 
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