
Compassion    Care
Now and at the Hour of Our Death

Every human life is a sacred gift from God, 
deserving of love and protection from 
conception to natural death. Our 
response to suffering is accompaniment 
with compassion + care, now until 
the hour of our death. 

A new law allowing physician-assisted suicide 
(effective Sept. 12, 2026) goes directly 
against our teaching that everyone is 
deserving of dignity, love and care through 
every stage of life.

Every person has dignity. Our worth is never 
judged by our age, health or ability.  

Compassion means walking together. No one 
should face serious suffering or death alone. 

Love never abandons. The Church accompanies 
individuals with prayer and compassionate care.

We’re here for you if you are: facing a serious 
illness, caring for a loved one, making difficult 
medical decisions or seeking guidance rooted 
in Catholic teaching. You are not alone.

“Let all you do 
be done in love.”

— 1 Corinthians 16:14

Visit Catholic 
Conference of 
Illinois at 
www.ilcatholic.org to:
•	 Understand more about the 
	 new law
•	 Find Frequently Asked 
	 Questions
•	 Research care options: 
	 -	 Palliative and hospice care
	 -	 Advanced care options
•	 Download a Novena – 
	 Nine Days of Prayer


